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This project began following a request to Joanna Friel, chairperson of the Chislehurst 
Society History Group from Bev Dyke in Australia, who was researching her great 
grandfather’s association with the De Quincey family of Inglewood House. 
As little was known of the history of the house or its occupants by the Society or by 
Bullers Wood School, of which it is now an integral part, we began our exploration 
into its past. 
 
  
We would like to thank Joanna for setting us this task with the advice that “this may 
open many windows”. Also the dedicated staff and past students of Bullers Wood 
school and the archivists of the Local Studies Centre, Bromley Central Library. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

           Ring the bell to enter! 
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Inglewood House is one of three Victorian residences which now form part of Bullers 
Wood School, the others being Bullers Wood House and Hydeswood. 
 
Some 400 students aged between sixteen and eighteen use Inglewood as their 
educational base, enjoying its imposing architecture and extensive grounds perhaps in 
much the same way as previous occupants. 
 
The exact date of the construction of the house and the name of its architect has yet to 
be indentified. The first reference to the land on which Inglewood stands was found in 
an Abstract of Title [1] dated 1892, which refers to an agreement for an exchange of 
land between George Wythes and Nathaniel Strode in 1866. This exchange resulted in 
George Wythes owning all the land on which Inglewood would be built. 
 
George Wythes (1811-1883) [2] of Bickley Hall was a railway constructor and land 
owner. The following quotation from his obituary gives an insight into his life and 
values of the time. 
 
“At an early period in his life he exhibited, in a very remarkable degree, some of those 
sterling qualities of character for which, in later years, he was so eminently 
distinguished. Few men afforded a more striking proof of the value and importance of 
self-reliance and self-respect, not only in building up a colossal fortune for himself, 
but, whilst doing so, rendering signal and permanent benefit to the commercial 
activity and enterprise of the community in which he lived. His unflagging energy and 
perseverance, under more than ordinary difficulties, placed him in a comparatively 
brief period in the foremost rank of railway contractors”. 
 
Amongst his achievements was the completion of a very large contract on the Essex 
line of railway and abroad he undertook the early and more difficult work on the 
Great Peninsula railway in India. 
 
Nathaniel John William Strode was born in Colchester Garrison in 1816, the son of 
army officer Nathaniel Nugent Strode and his wife Caroline Kirk.  However his 
parents became estranged and Nathaniel was raised by a Scottish guardian, Alexander 
Ross.  Nathaniel was educated at Dr Burney's School in Greenwich (probably located 
in what is now Burney Street) and became a solicitor.  He joined Fladgate and Co and 
became a partner. 
   
This firm specialised in trust funds and Nathaniel seems to have worked for high 
profile clients, managing the trusts of their illegitimate children.  His clients included 
Elizabeth Howard, who was a mistress of Napoleon 111. Strode is reported to have 
met Napoleon 111 in London and again in Paris, playing chess with the heir to the 
Imperial title. 
 
Strode inherited estates from the coal fields of Candie in Lanarkshire from Ross and 
had the funds to purchase the Camden Park estate for £30,000 in 1860. 
With his surveyor, Frederick Adcock, Strode set about developing the large estate 
with substantial villas for the newly rich Victorian middle class. He altered the 17th 
century Camden Place in typical French style and in 1871 made his home available to 
his former chess partner, the exiled Napoleon 111 and his family. 
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Strode moved out of Camden House on his marriage in 1872 to Eleanor Courtney, 21 
years his junior.  They lived at Cranmore Place, on the edge of the estate and their 
three children, Eugenie, Louis and Algernon, were born there.   
Strode and his family returned to Camden Place in 1882 but Strode died in February 
1889 in Maidenhead. 
 
In November of that same year, Eleanor married Frederick Adcock and sold the 
Camden Estate for £50,000 to William Willett. 
 
Occupants of Inglewood House. 
 
Chislehurst railway station opened in 1865 originally situated at the foot of Old Hill 
as this was the main road to Bromley at the time. [3] Inglewood was in the ideal 
location as the rural surroundings of Chislehurst and ease of travelling became a most 
attractive option to the affluent middle class man and his family wishing to escape 
from the grime of Dickensian London. 
 
The Honourable Mr Thomas Dickson Archibald 
 
The first reference to the house being occupied is contained in a Lease and Indenture 
document [4] dated 1868 between George Wythes and The Honourable Mr Thomas 
Dickson Archibald (a Justice of Her Majesty’s Court of The Queen’s Bench). Further 
documented evidence shows that in 1871 he renewed his short-term lease to one of 
twenty five years.  
 
Thomas Dickson Archibald (1817-1876) [5] was born in Truro, Nova Scotia, Canada. 
On a tour of Europe in 1838, whilst visiting England, he met his future wife Sarah 
Smith. Her father would only agree to their marriage provided that they remained in 
England.  They were married in 1841 and raised a family of six children. 
 
In 1868, the year in which he became resident at Inglewood, he was appointed Junior 
Counsel to the Treasury. Interestingly, on the 7th of August 1869, Thomas was the 
host when twelve gentlemen met at Inglewood to discuss the building of  a new 
church in the parish of Chislehurst [6]. Benevolently, both George Wythes and 
Nathaniel Strode had offered to give the land on which the church would be built. In 
the autumn of 1870, Strode’s offer of land in Lubbock Road was accepted and the 
name ‘Christ Church’ was chosen. The church was consecrated by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, Archibald Campbell Tait, on 29th of July 1872, refreshments were served 
afterwards in a marquee in the grounds of Inglewood. The Ecclesiastical 
Commissions for England conferred the right to nominate the incumbant (vicar) to 
five trustees, one of whom was Thomas Archibald.  From the first floor of Inglewood 
today, there can be seen through the trees, a distant view of the church. 
   
Thomas’s legal career continued to progress, he became Serjeant-at-Law when 
appointed Justice of The Queen’s Bench, succeeding Sir James Hannen. He received 
his knighthood on 5 February 1873 and became a Justice of the High Court in 1875.  
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According to the 1871 census he was living at Inglewood with his wife Sarah and 
Edmund, his youngest son aged 20 years. Edmund (1851-1913) was then an 
undergraduate of Oxford University, later becoming a professor in the Bengal 
educational service and was known for his contribution to meteorology. Edmund 
became a Fellow of the Royal Meteorology Society and a much published scientist.  
One of his most important papers (published in 1888) concerned the eruption and 
unusual optical phenomena of the atmosphere following the Krakatoa eruption.  He 
also worked on the different application of kites, particularly their use in aerial 
photography [7]. The family employed seven servants.  These included a cook, two 
housemaids, a kitchen maid, footman, coachman and gardener. 
  
It was in 1870, during Sir Archibald’s occupation of the Inglewood, that the French 
royal family took up residence at Camden Place in Chislehurst. The exiled Emperor, 
together with his wife and son, came at the invitation of Nathaniel Strode. Her 
Majesty Queen Victoria and other members of the royal family made frequent visits 
to Camden Place.  Napoleon III [8]  died in 1873 but his wife, the Empress Eugenie, 
continued to reside there until 1881.  Their son, the Prince Imperial, was killed in 
1879 whilst serving as an observer with the British Army during the Zulu War.  
 
William Revell Spicer 
 
In 1875, Inglewood house appears to have been sub-let to a Mr W R Spicer [9]. 
William Revell Spicer and his wife Mary had eight children but Mary died within 
three years of coming to live there. In the 1881 census William was recorded as living 
at Inglewood with two of his sons: William (aged 48 years) and Augustin (aged 35 
years), and daughters Alice (aged 36 years) and Elizabeth (aged 34 years). The 
occupations of William and both of his sons are noted as being ‘wholesale stationers’.  
 
William Spicer employed six domestic staff and a gardener. The precise nature of the 
servants’ work was not recorded on the census, but it is interesting to note that none 
of the staff employed by the previous family remained in post. 
 
When William Spicer died on 23 April 1885 he left an estate valued at £221,904[10], 

which may help to explain why the family could afford to stay in residence as Alice 
and Elizabeth, both spinsters, continued to live there until about 1893. 
 
After the departure of the Misses Spicer there was a short period of occupation by a 
Mr James Greig [11], in 1896, of whom nothing is known at present. The Street 
Directory then indicates that the house was vacant during the year 1898. The address 
of Inglewood, at this time was 23, Chislehurst Road but the house number was later 
changed to 45 as shown in the photograph of the door plate at the beginning of this 
article. 
 
Richard de Quincey Quincey and family. 
 
Examination of the lease documents showed that Sir Archibald and his heirs’ lease of 
Inglewood continued until 1896. It appears from the street directories that Inglewood 
was vacant for about 2 years from 1896. The freehold of the property was then 
conveyed [12] to Mr Richard de Quincey Quincey on the 10th of August 1898 at a total 
cost of £8,000 including a parcel of land adjacent to the railway line.  
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There now followed a settled period of twenty six years when Inglewood was home to 
the De Quincey family. According to the census of 1901, (the year in which Her 
Majesty Queen Victoria died) the household comprised Richard de Quincey a foreign 
and colonial merchant aged 36 years, his wife Ruth Anne and three children: 
Thomas aged 7 years, Richard Saher aged 4 years and Dorothy aged six months. 
They employed 5 domestic servants: a head nurse, nurse, parlour maid, housemaid 
and cook. The gardener, Harry Weeks, lived with his family in the lodge of 
Inglewood. 
 
The 1911 census shows that the De Quincey family had grown over the past decade, 
with the addition of two more children: Philip Roger, then aged 8 years and Elizabeth 
Holmes, aged 2 years. Thomas and Richard were not included in this particular census 
as they were scholars at Rugby school. The domestic staff now included an additional 
kitchen maid but not one of the servants mentioned in the 1901 census was still in 
post by the time of the 1911 census.  Three years later, in 1914, the old order of 
British society was radically changed by the outbreak of the Great War.  
 
Thomas was 20 years old in 1914 and joined the 2nd Battalion Rifle Brigade [13] 
holding the rank of second lieutenant. He was awarded the 1914-1915 Star. However, 
whilst serving in France Thomas was listed wounded and missing in action, his body 
was never found. In a probate record of 1920 his date of death was given as the 9th 
May 1915, a date which coincides with the Battle of Aubers Ridge [14]. His name is 
commemorated on the Ploegsteert Memorial in Belgium [15]. This memorial 
commemorates more than 11,000 servicemen of the United Kingdom and South 
African forces who died in this sector and have no known graves. 
 
Thomas is also commemorated on the family grave which can be found in the grounds 
of St. Nicholas churchyard, Chislehurst. The memorial stone consists of a decorated 
cross standing on a four sided base. On the west facing aspect of the base can be 
found the words Thomas de Quincey…..wounded and missing in France May 9th 
1915.  
 
Following an enquiry to Rugby School their records confirmed that Thomas’ name is 
recorded on the ‘Memorials of Rugbeians who Fell in the Great War’, as shown 
below: 
 

SECOND LIEUTENANT  T.E. DE Q.QUINCEY 
6th Battalion (Reserve) THE RIFLE BRIGADE (THE PRINCE CONSORT’S  OWN) 
 
  Thomas Edmund De Quincey Quincey was the eldest son of Richard de Quincey 
Quincey and of Ruth de Quincey his wife, of Inglewood, Chislehurst Kent. 
   He entered the School in 1907 and left in 1912, when he proceeded to Pembroke 
College, Cambridge. 
    He was trained in the Officers Training Corps of the University, received his 
Commission in November, 1914, and went to the Front to the 2nd Battalion The Rifle 
Brigade in March, 1915. Seven weeks after his arrival in France he went into action 
on Aubers Ridge, near Fromelles, when he was reported “Wounded and Missing”. 
Later he was assumed to have been killed there on May 9th, 1915. Age 21. 
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Memorial to members of the De Quincey family at St Nicholas Church Chislehurst. 
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The Chislehurst War Memorial [16] stands on the cross road near to Royal Parade. It 
was unveiled on Sunday 17th of October 1920 and records the names of 186 local men 
who lost their lives in the Great War. Thomas de Quincey’s name is not among them. 
 
Richard Saher de Quincey was 17 years old at the outbreak of war and still a student 
at Rugby School. By the time he was just 18 years old he had qualified as a pilot at 
the Royal Naval Flying School at Eastchurch on the Isle of Sheppey. He held the rank 
of Flight Sub-Lieutenant in the Royal Naval Air Service (RNAS) [17]  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Richard Saher de Quincey being presented to King George V in France 
(4th from right)[18] 
 
 

 
 
 

Richard Saher de Quincey 
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The main roles of the RNAS [19] were fleet reconnaissance, patrolling coasts for 
enemy ships and submarines and attacking coastal territory. On the 1st of April 1918 
the RNAS was merged with the Royal Flying Corps to form the Royal Air Force. 
 
At the outset of this project, not knowing about any of the residents of Inglewood 
other than the name of De Quincey, we ‘Googled’ the name and came up with a 
match in a book called ‘The Avicultural Society for the Study of Foreign and British 
Birds in Freedom and Captivity Magazine 1918-1919[20], which gave a list of 
members it reads as follows: 
270. Quincey, Capt. Richard S. De Q. Inglewood Chislehurst, Kent. 
 
It would appear that Richard’s interest in flight was not restricted to bi-planes! How 
apt that in the grounds of Bullers Wood School there is now an aviary for the care and 
study of birds. From the aforementioned entry we were able to discover his military 
history. Richard served in the RNAS/RAF for the remainder of the War and returned 
home safely, attending Pembroke College Cambridge to complete his education. He 
later married and became a farmer in Bodenham, Herefordshire.  
 
On the 25th June 1919 a home-coming welcome was held at the cockpit on 
Chislehurst Common for all members of the armed forces who survived the First 
World War. 
 
In an article written by June Richards, a student of the school in 1962 [21], mention is 
made of the pond in the grounds of the house: 
“In the grounds (ten to eleven acres), secluded by trees, is a pond, now dry, which was 
once surrounded by reeds and had fish in it. In the centre, on a grass mound, is a very 
old tree-trunk seat. Surrounding the pond is a rockery where many delightful plants 
still grow, and the grassy slope descending to it is freckled with daffodils, snowdrops 
and other flowers.  
 

 
Inglewood dell, view back to the house with edge of pond in the foreground (1962). 
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The pond is reached by some steep, concrete-edged steps which have names on them, 
obviously done while the concrete was still wet. The words are: Dicky; Chippy and 
Betty (suggesting perhaps the children); Mummie, Daddy: Woody and Kitty 
(suggesting pets); Aunt Alice, Uncle Bertie, and Aunt Sallie”. 
 
Through information now received from Mr Colin Morrison-Low ( son of Dorothy 
Ruth de Quincey Quincey) it has been confirmed that ‘Kitty’, refers to the eldest 
daughter Dorothy, she was known as Kitty all her life and ‘Woody’ may well refer to 
Thomas their eldest son. This information suggests that the remaining names relate to 
other children of the de Quincey family, eg Richard (Dicky) Philip (Chippy) and 
Elizabeth (Betty).  
 
 “Uncle Bertie” may refer to Bertram, Richard de Quincey’s younger brother. Bertram 
lived at Avonhurst, in Camden Park Road, Chislehurst.  “Aunt Alice” is likely to have 
been Alice Maud De Quincey Hayward, Richard’s married older sister who lived at 
Derwent House, Camden Park Road.  
 
In addition, Harriet de Quincey, Richard’s aunt, lived at a property called the ‘Arab’s 
Tent’ in Lubbock Road. All of these houses were very close to each other. Clearly 
Chislehurst was a popular place for the extended De Quincy family to reside! In 
looking through the Street Directories for Chislehurst it would appear that Richard 
and Bertram’s father, Roger, was the first de Quincey to arrive in Chislehurst in 1897.  
 
According to the Street Directory [22], Roger came to live at Oakwood House (no 
longer in existence) when he was around 69 years old.  After the death of his wife 
Elizabeth, he continued to live there with two of his daughters: Mary aged 40 years 
and Marian aged 33 years. Roger’s occupation is listed in the 1901 census as ‘retired 
East India merchant’. Roger de Quincey was obviously a very wealthy man as he was 
able to employ sixteen servants. His home is described by Arthur Battle in his book 
‘Edwardian Chislehurst’ as being ‘a proud Victorian mansion with a lake and 
boathouse’. Arthur Battle also mentions that the family was renowned for the 
successful breeding and showing of Sealyham Terriers. 

Roger de Quincey [23] 
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The Sealyham Terrier derives its name from Sealyham, Haverfordwest, Wales.  This 
estate belonged to Captain John Edwardes who, lived between 1850 and 1891, 
developed a breed of dogs noted for quarrying badger, otter, and fox. The first 
championship show at which Sealyhams appeared was at the English Kennel Show in 
October 1910. The breed was officially recognized by The Kennel Club on March 8, 
1911.  
 
The interest in this now rare breed was continued by his grandson Richard Saher de 
Quincey who was placed first in two classes at the Cruft’s Dog Show in 1926 with his 
dog ‘Brash Beau Ideal’ [24]. Perhaps Sealyham terriers once padded round the rooms 
Inglewood House!  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Example of Sealyham terrier 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The grave stone in St Nicholas churchyard also records the deaths of Roger de 
Quincey in 1906, his wife Elizabeth in 1900, Richard de Quincey in 1924 and 
Edmund de Quincey, Richard’s older brother, in 1929.  Following her husband 
Richard’s death, Ruth de Quincey quickly sold Inglewood House to Mr William 
Shearer of Lauriston, London Road, Bromley in 1925 [25].  Mrs de Quincey left 

Chislehurst to live in Herefordshire.  
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Through Ancesrty.co.uk we have been able to contact a living member of the 
extended Quincey family. He is not a direct descendent of the de Quincey family of 
Inglewood, but has in common a great-grandfather with Richard de Quincey. Paul 
Quincey has kindly been able to provide the following information about the family: 
 
“Despite the name Richard de Quincey Quincey, the family did not have an 
aristocratic pedigree. Richard’s grandfather was born in Lincolnshire as plain Richard 
Quincey (1796 – 1880). He moved to London where he did well in business, and 
adopted the name Richard de Quincey, perhaps inspired by his distant cousin, the 
writer Thomas de Quincey (1785-1859), friend of William Wordsworth, who had 
himself been born simply as Thomas Quincey. 
 
Richard de Quincey’s son Roger (1828-1906) built up the business further, working 
with the East India Company, and became a wealthy man. He adopted the name 
Roger de Quincé Quincey, and called all seven of his children de Quincey Quincey. 
Roger and his family lived in Hampstead for most of his life, retiring to Chislehurst, 
bringing his family with him. By the way, Roger had a famous cousin, the fashion 
designer Charles Frederick Worth, whose mother Mary Ann (1793-1851) was Richard 
Quincey sister”. Roger and Richard would have gone to Worth’s grand funeral in 
Paris in 1895. 

I have attached the Worth funeral invitation from 1895, together with my best guess at 
who all the people are – many of them were in Chislehurst a few years later. He had a 
fascinating life. Like many high achievers he had a rough start, with his father (a 
solicitor) going bankrupt when Charles was 11, apparently because of drink and 
gambling. I like to think that Charles' extended family helped him on his way from 
Lincolnshire to London and then Paris, where he made his fortune with some style, 
and that the invitation symbolises his continued family links”. 
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Family Invitation to the Funeral of Charles Frederick Worth 
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Translation of the Funeral list for  Charles Worth 1895 
Madame C F Worth (wife – Marie Augustine Vernet 1825-1898) 70 
Monsieur et Madame Gaston Worth (son 1853-1924) 42 
Monsieur Jean-Philippe Worth (son 1856-1926) 39 
Messieurs Jean-Charles et Jacques Worth (Gaston’s sons 1881-1962 and 1882-1941) 14 and 13 
Mesdemoiselles Renee et Colette Worth (Gaston’s daughters ages ?) 
Mademoiselle Andrée Worth (Jean-Philippe’s daughter age ?) 
Monsieur Denis Darcy 
Monsieur F Gonner Worth (nephew – son of CFW’s brother William) 
Monsieur et Madame Georges Darcy 
Madame Charles Desmeure 
Mademoiselle Denise Darcy 
Monsieur W J Ellis Dean (? cousin once removed, William Henry Ellis Dean, son of William Worth
 Dean, son  of Elizabeth Worth; 1849 - 1935) 46  
Monsieur Arthur W Dean (cousin once removed, son of Seth Ellis Dean, son of Elizabeth Worth; 1857 
- 1929)  38 
Monsieur John Dean (? brother of Arthur W Dean; 1851 - 1927) 44 
Monsieur Charles Frederick Dean (brother of Arthur W Dean; 1846 - 1898) 49 
Madame Clement Ellis Dean (cousin in law, nee Sarah Walker who married the son of Elizabeth 
Worth; 1825  - 1916) 70 
Madame Mary Ann Healy (cousin, daughter of Elizabeth Worth; 1809- 1899) 86 
Madame Fanny Casswell (cousin, daughter of Elizabeth Worth; 1822 - 1905) 73 
Mademoiselle Elizabeth Worth Dean (? cousin, daughter of Elizabeth Worth;1812 - 1903) 83 
Mademoiselle Charlotte Dean (cousin, daughter of Elizabeth Worth; 1824 - 1898) 71 
Monsieur John Quincey (cousin, son of Jeremiah Quincey; 1827-1899) 68 - he had 4 children then 
aged 4-9 
Mademoiselle Quincey (cousin Ann, daughter of Jeremiah Quincey; 1825-1914) 70 
Monsieur et Madame Roger de Quincé-Quincey (cousin, son of Richard Quincey 1828-1906) 67 
Mademoiselle Harriett Quincey (cousin, daughter of Richard Quincey age ~67) 
Monsieur et Madame Richard de Quincey-Quincey (son of Roger with wife Ruth Anne Holmes) 30 
Messieurs Edmund et Bertram de Quincey-Quincey (sons of Roger) 33 and 29 
Monsieur et Madame James Garnett Heywood (Alice Maud, daughter of Roger with husband) 35 & 33 
Mesdemoiselles Mary-Beatrice, Marian et Ella de Quincey-Quincey (daughters of Roger aged 35, 27 
and 25) 
Monsieur Thomas Edmund de Quincey-Quincey (son of Richard above, aged 1) 
Messieurs Cyril et Gerald Garnett Heywood (sons of James and Alice above, aged 6 and 3) 
Madame Quincey ???? 
Madame Aldwynchle 
Monsieur Walter Worman (? cousin once removed, son of Sarah Dean, daughter of Elizabeth Worth) 
Monsieur Charles Walker (probably a cousin; Elizabeth Quincey (Mary Ann's sister) married Charles 
Walker)  
Monsieur Couder 
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Charles was the youngest son of William Worth(1789-1878) and Mary Ann Quincey, 
he was born at Wake House, Bourne in Lincolnshire. Owing to his father’s 
mismanagement of the family’s finances he was sent to live in London. He worked 
for several prosperous drapery shops before moving to Paris.  Further to the 
information given by Paul Quincey we researched the life of Charles Fredrick 
Worth(1825-1895) and found an interesting connection to the Imperial history of 
Chislehurst. Worth founded his own dressmaking establishment in 1858 and was soon 
patronised by aristocratic ladies. The most notable of whom was Empress Eugenie[26] 
working together they influenced and changed not only the French fashion industry 
but also that of Europe and the United States of America.  
The Empress Eugenie and Worth did not like the crinoline fashion of the time and in 
1868 they agreed to change to a new design of dress which was to alter women’s 
silhouettes for many years. The new gown was to be straight and narrow at the front, 
hugging the figure with an over skirt at the back to form a bustle. The Empress wore 
such a dress to a Court ball and its success was instantaneous.    
‘The House of Worth’ survived the collapse of the Second Empire in 1870, but 
Charles much missed his close collaboration with Empress Eugenie, now living at 
Camden Place in Chislehurst. Every year faithful to her memory he would send to her 
a large bouquet of Parma violets tied with a mauve ribbon and signed in gold 
embroidery with his name. When he died, 2,000 people including the President of the 
Republic attended his funeral. He was awarded the Legion of Honour by the French 
government and is widely considered as being the ‘Father of haute-couture’  
 
 
 

 
 
   1883                                     Chicago History Museum 
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Mr William Shearer and family 
 
Returning mow to the history of Inglewood, in the article written by June Richards on 
the history of Inglewood she makes mention of a Wendy House in the grounds of the 
house belonging to the Shearer children. It was a brick built house with pale pink 
walls and black paint work. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 Wendy House in the grounds of Inglewood.                photo  School photographic society 
 
 
 
 
The Shearer family continued to live at Inglewood until 1947 when they sold the 
house and grounds to Kent County Council.  
 
During the Second World War in 1944, a flying bomb badly damaged the Bromley 
Day Commercial School for Girls in Wharton Road Bromley. This school then moved 
into Bullers Wood House and Hydeswood House which had been previously used by 
the Royal School of Church Music and became Bromley Girls’ Technical High 
School, changing its name to Bullers Wood in 1968.   
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Inglewood House and Grounds. 
 
 
 
 

                                                             Photo  A.Fyfield 2013 

 
 
 

Inglewood house has been adapted over the intervening years to meet the needs of a 
modern and progressive school, yet it still has the presence and atmosphere of a 
family home. As can be seen from the recent photograph above, the house is of a red 
brick construction, with tiled elevations at first floor level. Four stucco square 
columns support a portico at the front entrance to the house, whilst above it can be 
seen a balcony with a decorative balustrade. The front, rear and side elevations of the 
house have gables (triangular sections of wall under a pitched roof). 
The curved decorative gable trim, which can be seen in the first photograph of the 
house at the beginning of this article taken in 1962, has since been removed. The 
design of the house reflects elements of Classical and Gothic styles, typical of the 
Victorian period. The design of the gables particularly suggests that of the Gothic 
Revival style of architecture, its leading promoters being John Ruskin and Augustus 
Pugin. In the 1911 census the house was recorded as having 14 rooms which included 
the kitchen.                         
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                            Photo  A.Fyfield 2013 
 
 
 
 
 
This recent photograph shows the approach to the house from Chislehurst Road. The 
oval rose bed which can be seen in the photograph taken in 1962 has since been 
removed to allow more cars to be parked. 
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       Photo  A.Fyfield 2013 

 
 

The floor of the entrance porch is decorated with a mosaic boarder in the form of a 
Greek key design, so called because the square pieces sticking out in the pattern look 
rather like a key. A classical device, it was used by the Ancient Greeks as decoration 
on their temples and pottery. The design has many symbolic meanings in particular 
that of infinity and unity, the meander of life and the bonds of love.  
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The front door is very wide compared with modern standards. It looks impressive, but 
may well have had a practical purpose given that the fashion of the day for ladies in 
the 1860’s was the crinoline gown. In the main living areas of the house the internal 
doors are of a similar size. 
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                                 Photo  A.Fyfield 2013 

 
 
The entrance hall is spacious with a high ceiling and decorative cornices. The main 
staircase banister rail is of mahogany with carved twisted spindles. Leading off from 
the hall is a very large oak-panelled room, and, according to June  Richards article of 
1962, some of the panels open out like doors, revealing recesses which have metal 
clasps fixed to the wall through which billiard cues would have been slotted, 
suggesting that this was formerly the Billiard room. From 1770 until the 1920’s the 
dominant game played in Britain was ‘English billiards’. This was played with three 
balls, two white cue balls and one red. There were six pockets on a rectangular table 
approximately 12ft x 6ft. The two piece cue was invented in 1823 and slate became 
popular for table beds around 1835. It was a game played by both men and women. 
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                                                Photo  A.Fyfield 2013                  
 
 
 
The Billiard room with its ornately decorated ceiling has a large bow window and 
French doors which is a striking feature of the house, given that it is recessed under 
the upper floor of the building.  

 

                                    Photo  A.Fyfield 2013               
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The kitchen (now an administrative office) is situated along with the cellars in the 
basement of the house. A remarkable safe was at one time situated at the base of the 
cellar stairs, which has a history all of its own. When the families were in residence 
this safe would have held the silver, personal jewellery and important papers. The safe 
is still in use but is now situated in Bullers Wood House. 
                                     

 
The safe was built by Hobbs, Hart & Co London                              Photo  A.Fyfield 2013               
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Alfred Charles Hobbs (1812-1891) [27] one of the founders of the company was an 
American locksmith, who came to England as a representative of the New York 
company of Day & Newall, a company which was exhibiting at the Great Exhibition 
of Industry of all Nations in 1851. Then as now, security was a serious business, 
competition between locksmiths was fierce, Hobbs brought with him Newell’s 
Parautopic bank lock which was designed to surpass all the locks available at that 
time in Britain. Hobbs gained his reputation by demonstrating that he was able to pick 
both the Bramah’s lock and the Chubb detector lock at the Great Exhibition, forcing 
these lock manufacturers to improve their designs. Hobb’s started his London 
company in 1851, the name changing to Hobbs, Hart & Co in 1860.  In the 1911 
census George Hayter Chubb (1848-1946)  1st Baron Hayter of Chislehurst was 
recorded as being a resident of Newlands, Chislehurst. He continued the lock and safe 
business that his grandfather Charles Chubb had founded in 1818. 
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                                          Photo  A.Fyfield 2013               
                     

 
Just off one on the main rooms on the ground floor can be glimpsed the conservatory. 
The painting below recalls how it may have looked in Edwardian times, during the 
residency of the de Quincey family, 

 

 
Watering the Garden Room by William Fortescue 1910, Museum of Garden History 
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         Photo  A.Fyfield 2013               

 
 
 
 
Interest in plants and trees exploded in the Victoria era with the expansion of the 
British Empire and the work of intrepid plant hunters returning from all over the 
world with new and exotic plants. One of the fashion crazes was Pteridomania or 
Fern-Fever, the collecting and studying ferns, which appealed to all social classes, for 
some it was a hobby, for others it became a more scientific pursuit. The fern motif 
was frequently used on decorative arts such as, pottery, glass, metal, textiles, 
paintings and sculpture. Today, many ferns can still be found growing in the 
immediate vicinity of the house. The conservatory is used as a common room for 
students, with views out on to the garden and lawns. 
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         Photo  A.Fyfield 2013 

 
 
This photograph of the east facing elevation of the house shows the conservatory with 
its decorative pediment and the 14 year old extension on the right hand side of the 
building. 
 
The top floor of the house was home to the servants, June Richards mentions in her 
article that on some of the beams and rafters in the loft have initials carved on them 
‘now barely visible.’ It was the long hours of hard work by the servants which 
enabled the occupants to live such a comfortable life. The 1911census records the 
servants running the de Quincey household as follows: 
 
 
Name Age Occupation Place of Birth 
    
Ellen Elizabeth Lehan 49 years Cook Greenwich, London 
Ivy Annie Sharp 16 years Kitchen maid Kingsland, London 
Ellen Pitts Lavis 36years Nurse Exmouth, Devon 
Ada Rudkin 24 years Parlour maid Ridlington 
Lena Nelie 23 years Housemaid Margate 
Rose Mabel Janes 19 years Under nurse Speen 
 
All these female servants were recorded as being unmarried. For a complete list of all 
the servants names which appeared in the census documents from 1871 to 1911, see 
appendix 3. 

 



 

Inglewood House Project5 28 

 
 

In looking at the census documents from 1871 to 1911 there are four named gardeners. Richard 
Boodle aged 48years from Shropshire was the first gardener employed by Thomas Archibald and 
appears on the 1871 census.  Ten years later in 1881 when William Spicer was in residence the 
gardener was James Williams aged 32 years from Hertfordshire. Later in the 1901 census the 
gardener was Harry Weeks aged 37years from Surrey and finally in the 1911 census it was Guy 
Williams aged 50years from Yorkshire. (Unfortunately census records are not available as yet to 
discover the name of the gardeners, during the occupancy by the Shearer family). The gardeners did 
not live with the other servants in the house but in Inglewood lodge, a five room dwelling to be 
found fronting Chislehurst road at the beginning of the drive to the house. 
 
 

 
                                    Photo A.Fyfield 2013 
 
 
 
The garden could easily be the subject of a separate project with opinion sought from a garden 
historian. However, it is possible to take an educated guess and speculate at the style which could 
have influenced the design and development of Inglewood’s garden. 
 
The Ordnance survey map of 1897(see Appendix 1) indicates that there is a raised terrace 
immediately at the rear of the house. A clear area reaches down to a mixed woodland beyond which 
contains both deciduous and coniferous trees. There are winding paths leading down to the 
woodland, one branch of the path leads to an enclosed garden which has four glass houses. The 
grounds extend down to the railway line and there is the suggestion of an orchard. June Richards 
describes the garden in 1962 as having gently sloping lush green terraced lawns and rhododendron 
bushes.  
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Together all of these features would suggest that the origins of the garden may have been influenced 
by the writings of John Claudius Loudon (1783-1843) [28]. In 1838 he wrote The Suburban 
Gardener and Villa Companion in which he classifies gardens into four types, following the 
standards laid down in the Building Act of 1774. First Rate were the gardens of grand mansions 
with over 10 acres; Second Rate belonged to wealthy tradesmen and professionals, with ‘bay 
windows and big gardens of two to ten acres’. Loudon recommended that the garden should be a 
romantic, picturesque place. The house should be covered with climbers and should have a 
conservatory. Long windows should open onto a terrace with shrubs, urns or statues from where a 
winding path should lead across a lawn encircled by trees and leading to a particular feature such as 
a rockery or pond. Beyond these should lay the kitchen garden and glasshouses.  
 
Inglewood’s neighbours are Bullers Wood and Hydeswood. Bullers Wood house was built 
approximately the same time as Inglewood c1869 [29] and in 1872 it was acquired by the Sanderson 
family. John Sanderson made his fortune through the wool trade with Australia. The original house 
was extended at the request of John Sanderson by the renowned Victorian architect Ernest Newton, 
the work being completed by 1889. The interior of the house was designed by William Morris, 
founder of the Arts and Craft Movement. The Sanderson family continued to live in Bullers Wood 
until 1920. From 1920 to 1944, Bullers Wood was home to the Royal School of Church Music. 
 
Hydeswood  was built around 1882, in 1930 it was largely rebuilt for Sir Sydney Nicholson founder 
of the Royal School of Music. In 1888 the Strongs Street directory records that T. C. McIntyre Esq 
was in residence and again in 1896 the house was occupied by J.C Reid Esq. Further research 
would be required to establish later residents. 

 
A house is built from bricks and mortar; but it is the families who make it into a home. Inglewood 
house, is now one hundred and forty four years old, through its varied residents it has possibly 
imbibed into its fabric the very best values of Victorian and Edwardian times. Those same values of 
industry, inquiry and commitment persist today in the aspirations of the students of Bullers Wood 
School. The history of Inglewood continues……………………….. 
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